Nov. 9]        DEDICATION OF ST JOHN LATERAN           1397

Other Christians who fled became the apostles of the countries whither
they went; whence St Austin compares them to torches which, if you
attempt to put them out by shaking them, are kindled and flame so much
the more. The martyrs, by the meekness and fervour of their lives and
their constancy in resisting evil to death, converted an infidel world and
disarmed the obstinacy of the most implacable enemies of the truth. But
what judgments must await those Christians who, by the scandal of their
sloth and worldly spirit, dishonour their religion, blaspheme Christ, with-
draw even the faithful from the practice of the gospel, and tempt a Christian
world to turn infidel?

The following feasts are celebrated on Kovetnler 8 :

THE FOUR CROWNED BROTHERS, martyred in the persecution of Diocletian; they were
whipped with scourges loaded with lead until they died : ST GODFREY, Bishop of Amiens, whose
father, a widower, had taken the monastic habit; this saint in youth gave even his meals to
the poor: ST WILLEHAD, Bishop of Bremen and apostle of Saxony, an Englishman noted for
austerity of life and readiness in obedience.

NOVEMBER 9

THE DEDICATION OF THE CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR
(COMMONLY CALLED ST JOHN LATERAN)

FROM the beginning of the world altars were erected for offering sacrifices
to God, and the places which were deputed for this supreme act of religion
were always looked upon as sacred. Abel, Noe, Abraham, and the other
patriarchs raised altars in retired and sanctified places, where they some-
times assembled their families or tribes to pay to God the most solemn
religious worship. Abraham, to make the place more awful and retired,
planted a grove round his altar at Beersabe,1 and went thither religiously
with his family to offer prayers and sacrifices. Jacob erected an altar of
stone at Bethel, pouring oil upon it, called the place the house of God, and
vowed to pay to him the tithes of all his possessions.2 Christians had from
the beginning chambers or oratories in private houses, set apart for their
religious assemblies and sacrifices, as appears from St Paul,3 and from the
Upper Room, in 'which the apostles are frequently mentioned in the
Acts of the Apostles to have assembled,4 which seems to have been in the
house of John Mark.5 In the time of St John the Evangelist the place
for the assembly of the faithful with the bishop is called the church dr
Ecclesia, St Clement of Rome says that God had appointed places to be
appropriated to his worship. St Ignatius often mentions one altar in every
church and one bishop. Tertullian calls the place of the assembly in which
the baptismal renunciations were made, the Eucharist offered, &c., Ecclesia,
or the church, and the house of God. The heathen author of the dialogue
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